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American Dream Today's Reality
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Children less likely to do better
than their parents
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Source: Chetty et al. “The Fading American Dream: Trends in Absolute Income Mobility Since 1940"



Hard work



in the US can a FT minimum wage
worker afford a 2-BD apartment
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Disparities by
persist



Share of workers ages 18-64 who earn low wages
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Source: US Partnership on Mobilitv from Povertv calculations. based on March 2016 CPS-ASEC data.



Place matters
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Chances of moving from bottom 20% as children to top 20% as adults
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Upward Mobility for Children of All Races in Southwest Minnesota
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Upward Mobility for American Indian Children in Southwest Minnesota
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Upward Mobility for Asian Children in Southwest Minnesota
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Upward Mobility for Hispanic Children in Southwest Minnesota
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Upward Mobility for Black Children in Southwest Minnesota
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Poverty is



Beliefs about Attributes of “the Poor” & Middle Class
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Source: Data from Catherine Cozzarelli, Anna V. Wilkinson, and Michael J. Tagler, “Attitudes toward the Poor and Attributions from Poverty,” Journal of Social Issues 57, no. 2 (2001): 207-27, table 1.




What would it take to dramatically
increase mobility from poverty?
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Dreaming: Big Themes
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Building Blocks for Mobility
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Mobility Definition

Economic
Success

¢
Mobility
7 L\

Being Valuec Power and
In Community Autonomy
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Strategies
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Narrative: =¥ People in poverty have no
LA D ) B one to blame but themselves.

People in poverty are victims
of systems that hold them
back.

“Rags-to-riches” stories prove
the American Dream is
achievable.




Narrative:
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Strategies

Create access to
good jobs
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Strategies
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Ensure zip code
is not destiny
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Provide Support that Empowers
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Transform Data Use

We review every child death that happened

in the city. . .In many cases, each of us has a
file on the child or the family at least an inch
thick.

—Dr. Leana Wen, Commissioner of
Health, City of Baltimore



Mutually reinforcing
strategies
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Cue the video!
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For further information

I US PARTNERSHIP ON

s=n” MOBILITY
“"POVERTY

www.MobilityPartnership.org

@ nisha@robinhood.org

ﬁ @heynisha

47


http://www.mobilitypartnership.org/

