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LOCAL DOLLARS 
AT WORK

Pipestone Development 
Company LLC retains and 

reinvests community wealth.

Page 6

Pictured: Members of the Pipestone Development Company 
Board of Directors include (from left) Dan Scotting, Joan 

Stout, Ryan Weinkauf, Jeremy Whipple and Corey Popma.



While I’m looking forward to all the wonderful things that 
retirement will bring, a part of me will always look back with 
joy and gratitude for the remarkable people and places that 
make southwest Minnesota a great place to call home.

My heart is so full as I look around the region and 
think of all the good we have been able to do together. 
There are many wonderful memories from the 22 years 
I’ve been at the foundation. One in particular that I 
will always carry with me is sitting at the Council on 
Foundations Community Foundation Conference in 
2015 to hear Robert Putnam talk about his best-selling 
book, “Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis.” Rob 
Saunders was board chair at the time, and we were 
preparing to start a new strategic planning process.

As we listened to the data on the challenges facing 
kids today, Rob and I knew that we had just heard 
something so powerful that we couldn’t ignore it. Using 
data specific to the kids in southwest Minnesota, the 
board adopted a bold vision to close the opportunity 
gap for all kids in our region, and the Grow Our Own 
strategy was launched. It was the first time that the 
foundation had committed to applying its resources 
across all program areas to address a single challenge – 
one that the board felt would have the greatest impact 
on our communities 30 years from now.

Today, that work looks like building vibrant and 
welcoming communities, supporting kids and families, 
strengthening the economy and ensuring all people 
feel a sense of belonging. And we are seeing positive 
changes. In southwest Minnesota the number of children 
under age 6 living in poverty fell from 18 percent to 
15 percent over the years 2015 to 2019, according to 
American Community Survey data.

President/CEO Diana Anderson

A FINAL NOTE  
FROM DIANA’S DESK 
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It’s been an honor serving as President and 
CEO. Throughout all my roles here, I got to 
see wonderful places and meet people who 
are doing remarkable things in southwest 
Minnesota and beyond. I’m proud to have 
played a part in a southwest Minnesota that is 
stronger and more resilient. 

As I prepare to leave, I am incredibly optimistic 
about the future of Southwest Initiative 
Foundation.  We are blessed to have talented 
staff who care deeply about our region and 
work tirelessly to fulfill our mission of connecting 
people, investing in ideas, and building 
communities.  There has been strong and visionary  
leadership  from board members throughout our 
history, and I have  absolute trust and confidence 
in the Board of Directors and its commitment to 
our organization’s vision, mission and values. The 
next President/CEO is in good hands.

Each of you, too, are an important part of 
Southwest Initiative Foundation’s story and 
my time here. You continue to help us realize 
a bright future through your ongoing care, 
leadership and support of this organization. 
Even as I step down from my official role, I look 
forward to continuing to be part of making 
southwest Minnesota a special place where all 
people can thrive. s

Diana joined SWIF in 2001 as development director 
and in 2007 was promoted to the newly created 
position of chief operating officer, providing leadership 
and oversight to internal operations. In 2011, Diana was 
again promoted to vice president/COO and played a 
more visible role in program development and delivery. 
In January 2015, she was named President/CEO.

Diana has guided this organization into a new vision 
and mission, and aligned a new set of values, bringing 
all of the work our team does across economic 
development, community impact, and philanthropy 
around the focus of our kids. Keep reading to see 
highlights of the work she’s championed.

22 years

“Diana has been an important part of 
our history as a foundation. The board is 
grateful for Diana’s thoughtful, inclusive, 

and bold leadership.” 

Patti Dols, Chair of the SWIF Board of Directors
Continued on page 4

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
PROGRAM
Southwest Minnesotans can support the charities, and 
the places, that are important in their lives through our 
Community Foundation Program that was piloted in 1999, 
formally adopted in 2001 and developed with Diana’s 
guidance. From four communities, it’s grown to 31 affiliate 
partners, helping retain wealth in our rural region.

“It started with a focus on funding and gifts, but 
quickly grew into helping communities think about 
their shared values, how they wanted to reinvest. We 
didn’t treat it as a transactional relationship. We wove 
in capacity building and leadership development as 
we saw the work bringing life to our mission at the 
local level.” – DIANA ANDERSON

with gratitude

Diana at the annual Life Connections expo in Willmar.



gratitude
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GROWING HOME CIRCLE
The Growing Home Circle was a new strategy in 2004 to 
build our financial resilience. As we faced a challenge grant 
opportunity from the McKnight Foundation, individuals, 
businesses and organizations stepped in to help us secure 
that full match, which grew our capacity to serve the mission 
in bigger ways. Many founding members of the Growing 
Home Circle were connected to the opportunity through 
Diana’s outreach.

Growing Home Circle members have helped grow the 
endowment by $10.3 million when combined with McKnight 
match and earnings on investments. This creates stability for 
meeting regional needs.

KEEP IT GROWING
In 2009, we received our first gift of farmland into the 
Keep It GrowingSM Farmland Giving Program. To our 
knowledge, this program was the first of its kind in the 
nation for community foundations, designed by Pat 
Costello, an attorney in Lakefield. We’ve since shared this 
model with other community foundations. Today, we have 
1,730 acres in the program.

“Keep It Growing has been the single most important 
charitable innovation in our history, and perhaps in all 
of rural philanthropy, a way to keep the generational 
transfer of wealth in Greater Minnesota. It was exciting 
to work together and bring Pat’s idea to life at the 
foundation.” – DIANA ANDERSON

Pat Costello (left) receives the Southwest Initiative Foundation 

award for Keep It GrowingSM at SWIF’s 30th anniversary celebration, 

alongside Diana and Bob Thurston, board chair at the time.

GROW OUR OWN
In 2016, we launched Grow Our Own, an 
effort to align our work across economic 
development, community impact, and 
giving to ensure all southwest Minnesota 
kids can get the best start to life and 
reach their full potential. 

“It was the first time that the foundation 
had committed to applying its resources 
across all program areas to address a 
single challenge – one that the board 
felt would have the greatest impact on 
our communities 30-years from now.”  
– DIANA ANDERSON

We’ve used a cradle to career model 
and launched unique new programs 
like the first Employer Resource 
Network® in Minnesota working directly 
with employers to support and retain 
employees, the Southwest Minnesota 
Teacher Preparation Partnership that 
is now a model for building the teacher 
pipeline, Welcoming Week which creates 
a sense of belonging in our communities, 
and so much more.

SWIF staff take part in a party at the Christian Community Outreach Center (CCOC) in Olivia in 2004. The CCOC received grant funding from SWIF to support programming for kids.

PANDEMIC 
RELIEF & 
RECOVERY
Our original purpose when the 
foundation started in April 1986 
was to alleviate human distress and 
promote economic development. 
We found ourselves full circle as we 
focused on this again at the height of 
COVID-19 uncertainties, distributing 
$24 million in grants and loans into 
southwest Minnesota over two-plus 
years.

“We leveraged and secured 
resources at a time when our 
families, businesses, nonprofits, 
schools, and communities needed 
it most. And our team found 
innovative ways to fast track the 
systems we need to sustain these 
recovery efforts.”  
– DIANA ANDERSON

Worthington High School’s Future Teachers of America club hosts SMSU 

President Kumara Jayasuriya and SWIF President/CEO Diana Anderson.

PRESIDENT/
CEO SEARCH 
UPDATE
As we take time to share 
our gratitude with Diana, we 
look forward to continuing 
to grow this organization 
and team to serve the 
southwest Minnesota region 
that we all care about so 
deeply.

Our board selected 
Lyman Executive Search 
to help them hire our next 
President/CEO, and a 
board search committee is 
managing the process. As 
this issue of CONNECT 
was printed, candidate 
interviews were underway.

Watch our website to stay 
informed of the search and 
opportunities to celebrate 
Diana’s leadership.

“My heart is so full as I look around the region and think of all the 

good Southwest Initiative Foundation has been able to do. There are 

many wonderful memories from the 22 years I’ve been at SWIF.”

Read Diana’s full reflection on page 2

Continued from page 3
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Two eggs and toast is a simple breakfast, 
so you might be surprised how many people 
it took to get it on the table. There was the 
cook, the wait staff – and the 42 members of 
Pipestone Development Company LLC. 

When the longstanding café closed, the Pipestone 
Development Company reinvented the local coffee 
shop as the 8th Avenue Diner and Coffeehouse 
to bring early morning breakfast back. The diner 
is one of dozens of projects led by the Pipestone 
Development Company (PDC) in its first few years of 
business. They include building and rehabbing housing, 
renovating commercial space and supporting new small 
businesses in this town of 4,215.

“There’s a myth in all these small towns that someone’s 
going to come fix up your town. The reality is there’s 

work as part of his role at SWIF. “These investors 
believe in their neighbor, and that matters.”

Operating as a private company, the PDC has six board 
members. There aren’t any full-time staff, but Jeremy 
serves as the point person and members pitch in on 
projects. The company’s mission is to invest in the 
future of the community and surrounding areas through 
leasing, purchasing and owning land, buildings and other 
property that promotes development. The LLC’s 42 
members represent a cross-section of the community.

“We have widows, we have businesspeople, we have 
young entrepreneurs. It’s a little bit of everything,” 
said Jeremy, who also owns the local building supply 
company Pipestone Building Materials Inc. Jeremy grew 
up in Pipestone and has worked on redevelopment in 
the past with a smaller group of people. 

“If we get a lot of people involved, we can have more 
impact. If you get more people involved, you have more 
money and you get more people interested. It’s for the 
common good of the community,” Jeremy said. 

Before, the city’s blight list had at least five 
commercial properties on it. The PDC has taken 
on four of those, with two rehabbed already 
and two in the works. Blighted properties 
are spaces that are not safe, habitable or in a 
condition beneficial to the community. 

“When you drive through Historic Downtown 
Pipestone there should not be dilapidated 
buildings. You shouldn’t have any empty 
buildings on the highway or on your Main Street,” 
Jeremy said.

Restaurateur JoAnn Wolff grew up in a small town 
and moved to Pipestone four years ago. She owns 
the Stonehouse & Quarry Lounge in town and 
is the PDC’s marketing director. She was just 25 
when she bought in to the Pipestone Development 
Company. The initial minimum investment was 
$25,000, and with two rounds to sell 101 shares the 
group raised $2.7 million to get started.

“It’s a huge risk for someone that’s 25 years old. I 
remember thinking about it for so long. You take it 
more seriously when it’s a larger amount. You have 
your arm in the game, not just skin,” JoAnn said.

Funds like these offer many benefits, but a quick 
return isn’t one of them. Investors care deeply about 
the places they’re in and are willing to look into the 
future to realize the gains.

Continued on page 8

When the longstanding café closed in Pipestone, the Pipestone Development Company LLC reinvented 
the local coffee shop as the 8th Avenue Diner and Coffeehouse to bring early morning breakfast back.

Pipestone Development Company members JoAnn Wolff (from left), Joan 

Stout and Jeremy Whipple show off a city lot in a quiet neighborhood 

where the PDC is developing much needed new housing.

nobody coming to your small town to do that. 
But we all have wealth in our community. The 
question is how do you get that money focused 
on improving your community?” said PDC 
President Jeremy Whipple.

Southwest Initiative Foundation is a member of 
the PDC and supports similar efforts in Willmar 
and Worthington that mobilize local capital 
to catalyze economic development through 
entrepreneurship and private investment.

“These funds allow folks who want to reinvest 
in their community with projects that traditional 
investors may not touch, like affordable 
childcare…These types of businesses are 
critical for economic mobility and the economic 
patchwork of a community,” said Scott 
Marquardt, who leads economic development 

PIPESTONE 
PUTS MONEY 
ON ITS FUTURE
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“Everything that you add helps 
everyone in the community. If you 
attract a family to town and they want 
to stay, there’s money for the school. 
When a property is fixed up and put 
back to use, that lowers everyone’s 
property taxes,” Jeremy said.

Successes the company celebrates 
include financing a 22-year-old 
business owner whose startup now 
has three locations, opening the diner 
and a unique rental property rehab. 
PDC took an abandoned building 
and made it into two apartments, 
with the first floor completely 
wheelchair accessible for Melissa 
Stam, whose apartment building 
in Maple Plain had burned down. 
Melissa moved to town in June.

“It was lifechanging for her. Now I see 
her at the grocery store or the Dari 
King. She gets her life back a little bit,” 
said Joan Stout, secretary of the PDC 
and a lifelong community member. 

In addition to economic development, the 
Pipestone Development Company wants to 
spark a spirit of community service. The PDC 
owns land it uses to grow sweetcorn as an 
annual fundraiser for local youth organizations. 
In total, more than $19,000 has been donated 
through this fundraiser. This year, the PDC 
helped plant more than 4,000 pumpkin seeds 
and donated the pumpkins to the Pipestone 
Area Chamber of Commerce for a fall fundraiser. 

The community-led work of the PDC is a 
reminder of the power in small towns and the 
possibilities created by collaboration.

“All small towns have the means to do this. They can 
gather people together. But it is a lot of work. You 
all have to be willing to rally together and get your 
hands dirty,” JoAnn said. 

Visit swifoundation.org/PDC to see 
more photos from around town.

Continued from page 7

Lori Williams took up quilting more than 25 years ago to fill the long 
winter months after she moved to Minnesota from Nebraska. With 
help from our Microenterprise Loan Program at SWIF, Lori turned 
her hobby into a business in 2020 when she opened The Calico Cat 
Quilt Shop in Pipestone. Earlier this year, she had the opportunity 
to move her shop to a building renovated by the Pipestone 
Development Company in Historic Downtown Pipestone.

“The Pipestone Development Company has done a lot for the 
community. They’ve really worked hard taking buildings that are 
neglected and getting them back to use in the community. Without 
them, there is no way I’d be in this building. Especially for these older 
buildings, you need someone who’s got money and is invested in the 
community,” Lori said.

Lori said her original location was a great place to start, but it had 
low ceilings, and the light wasn’t the best for comparing fabrics, 
something quilters are particular about. The new shop is brightly 
lit, and vibrant bolts of fabric line one wall, complemented by 
quilting and sewing supplies like batting, thread, patterns, books 
and more.  Getting everything displayed just right is a work in 
progress, but it was a good move, and one Lori is happy she didn’t 
have to make on her own.

“SWIF and PDC both have been huge for me. I wouldn’t be here 
without SWIF and the support they’ve given me. The chamber of 
commerce is the other piece of the puzzle. Everybody collaborates 
well together,” Lori said.

Investing in economic development is just one way for 
communities to keep wealth local and support important 
projects. Another is the local community foundation. 
Established in 1999, the Pipestone Area Community 
Foundation (PACF) is an affiliate partner of SWIF. Since 
its founding, the PACF has awarded more than $1.2 million 
through grants and special projects.

The group’s efforts include revitalizing Harmon Park, 
the crown jewel of Pipestone’s city parks. PACF also 
raised $415,000 to build a modern event center called 
Hiawatha Lodge that opened in 2016. And in 2019, the 
foundation helped Pipestone Area Softball and Baseball 
Association raise funds for a new concession stand and 
accessible restrooms.

Currently, local advisory board members are working 
with Pipestone County Senior Citizens, Pipestone Area 
Food Shelf and Lutheran Social Services to facilitate the 
funding and construction of the Schroeder Center, which 
will house the local senior center, food shelf and Meals on 
Wheels program.

“We are a group that has a passion of giving Pipestone 
and the area a better quality of life,” said PACF Advisory 
Board President Dawn Heidebrink.

Lori Williams

Joan Stout (from left), Jeremy 
Whipple and JoAnn Wolff 
visit Melissa Stam (center), 
who moved into a customized 
accessible apartment building 
in Pipestone in June that was 
rehabbed by the Pipestone 
Development Company.

PIPESTONE AREA
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION: 

A passion for 
projects in Pipestone

THE CALICO CAT QUILT SHOP: 
Making the move
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9 Anonymous Gifts
Anonymous*
Anonymous In Memory of: 

Minnie Carrigan
3M Foundation On Behalf of: 

Larry and Jenelle Stiras
Al Sheik Trucking, Inc.
Gerald and Thelma Allen In 

Memory of: Bob Jette
AmazonSmile
Arthur and Walter Anderson 

Charitable Trust
Charlie Anderson
John and Diana Anderson*
John and Diana Anderson In 

Memory of: Walt Gislason
John and Diana Anderson In 

Memory of: Greg Jodzio
John and Diana Anderson In 

Memory of: Brian Stark
Lori Anderson
Ron Anderson
Ruth Ascher
Aveyron Homes
Lois Baker In Memory of: 

Gordon Baker
Doug and Sharon Bakker
Tiffany and Blake Barnard 

Family*
Janice Belsheim
J.R. and Barb Black
Shirley Bowen
Tom and Sue Brakke*
Karin Brink
Brian Brosz In Memory of: 

Mother Carole Brosz
Buffalo Ridge Concrete
Doug and Linda Buller
Thomas “Buzz” Burich*
Jean Burkhardt
Jon and Beth Buyck
Voni Cameron In Memory of: 

Kathy Turck
Michael and Amber Cannon
Richard and Jo Ann Carlton
Carr Family Foundation*

Dr. Darrell and Hazel Carter In 
Memory of: Ken Carter

Carter Family In Memory of:  
Dr. Kenneth Carter, physician 
in Granite Falls for 50 years

Catholic Area Faith Community 
of Jesus Our Living Water*

Patrick and Jessica Chapman
Matt and Liz Cheney*
Citizens Bancshares of 

Hutchinson, Inc.*
Compeer Financial*
Tim and Connie Connell
Barbara Crouse
William and Annette Curwick
Tom and Barb Daggett*
Butch and Margie Dahl
Gale Dahlager In Memory of: 

Lois L. Dahlager
John and Tracy Dammermann*
Don and Jodi DeMeyer In Honor 

of: Will and Jacob
Robert and Laura Determan
Meridee Dobberstein*
Robert and Patti Dols*
Edward Jones - Financial 

Advisor: Joe Tauer
Phyllis Eikmeier Pomerenke 

Memorial Fund
Kerry Ella
Mike and Pam Ellingson
Greg and Julie Erickson
Erickson Chevrolet - Michael 

Erickson
Russell and Lorraine Erickson
Jeff and LeeAnn Ettinger
Nancy and Marc Fasching
Dr. J.P.  and Rebecca Felling
Five Star Financial Resources - 

John Sanken
Forest City Threshers
Andrea Fox and Steve Jensen
Dr. Peter and Marion Franz
Steve and Marsha Frauendienst 

In Memory of: Dorothy Hintz
Karl and Bonnie Frederickson

Dr. Wayne and Karen Freese*
Avis Freitag
David Gardner
Gary and Nancy Geiger*
Gary and Patricia Gillin
Granite Partners Fund -  

A Partner Fund of the 
Initiative Foundation*

Karen Grasmon
Sara Grasmon In Memory of: 

Sonia Grasmon
Dan and Lisa Greve*
Deeann J. Griebel*
Kevin Gunther
Kent Gustafson and Viki Anne 

Kimsal*
Brent and Heather Guyan
Jeff and Kris Haag*
Jon and Kelly Hagstrom In 

Memory of: Dennis Hagstrom
Dennis R. Hample In Memory of: 

Roxann Hample
Curt and Cecelia Handevidt
Kari and Jeff Hansen
Andrea Hanson
Anthony and Kristi Hanson
Scott Hanson and Nancy Dunlap 

In Memory of: Steph Dorn
Scott Hanson and Nancy Dunlap 

In Memory of: Shirley Larson
Wayne R. Hanson In Memory of: 

Janet Hanson
Robert and Christie Hantge
Joyce Harguth In Memory of: 

Wayne Harguth
Janice Harms
Bernard and Mary Alice Harney
Reed Hart Estate
Eric and Cheryl Hartman
Kim and Carol Haukos
Marilee Haukos In Honor 

of: Grandchildren Hunter, 
Nathan, Carter

Jeff and Anne Heerdt In Honor 
of: Mrs. Marie Walls

Keith Hein

Jim and Lois Ann Helgeson In 
Memory of: Jon Helgeson

Glen and Jacqueline Herfurth
Warren Herreid II and Jeannine 

Rivet*
David and Jean Hicks In Memory 

of: Eugene Hook
Glenn and Marie Hinsvark 

Estate 
Tom and Cheryl Hoff
Home State Bank
Virginia Homme
Kathryn J. Nelson Hund
Cynthia Huse In Honor of: Great 

niece Amira Norland
Hutchinson Dental Center
Mark Jensen
Betty Jodzio In Memory of: 
 Greg Jodzio*
Brent and Dianne Johnson
Douglas and Mary Johnson In 

Honor of: Tom and Joyce 
Carlson

Gerald and Nancy Johnson
Jeff and Carla Johnson
Margaret A. Johnson
Willis and Arlyss Johnson
K.A.H.R. Foundation*
Nancy Kaping In Honor of: 20 

year service Anniversaries 
of SWIF’ers Nancy Fasching, 
Diana Anderson, Margie 
Nelsen, Nancy Kaping

David Kelly
John and Susan Klinsing In 

Memory of: 
 Ray and Robbie Klinsing
Chuck and Marie Koenigs
Myron and Nancy Koets
Oliver Kolander
Mike and Rhonda Kramer In 

Memory of: Justin Kramer*
Lois Krantz
Bob and Angie Krogsrud
James and Coralee Krueger

Pat Kubly In Memory of:  
Gary Kubly

Laura and Mike Kuvaas In Honor 
of: Soren Kuvaas, Rita Maiers

Dick and Kathy Labat
Josh and Meghan Laffen*
Lake Region Bank
Vincent and Anne LaPorte*
Dan and Marie LaRock In 

Memory of: 
 James Delano LaRock*
Karen Larson
Laura and Family
Mark Lofthus and Marian 

Blattner*
Dave and Marlyce Logan and 

Grandchildren: Audrey 
Burger, Lucile Burger, Samuel 
Griebel, Scott Griebel, Jack 
Thomas and Molly Thomas*

Christine A. Loveland In 
Memory of: Marj Lenz

Sander and Peggy Ludeman*
Lynne McLaughlin
Jim B. Lynner
M4 Resources LLC - Steve and 

Mary Maertens
Zack Mahboub and Sahra Gure
Larry and Carol Maiers In 

Memory of: Dan Maiers, 
 Jerry Maiers
Matt, Missy, Mason, Blake and 

Jayden Maiers
Sharon Maki
Betty J. Mann
Ed Marklowitz Jr. and Marlys 

Bjur
Maschka, Riedy, Ries & Frentz 

Law Firm
Debra McCormick In Honor of: 

Amy Woitalewicz*
McKnight Foundation
Kenton and Peggy Meier
Tom and Mary Mesner
Robert and Suzanne Meyerson 

In Memory of: Greg Jodzio*
Jim and Donna Mills

Minnwest Corporation*
Gordon and Lu Mitchell In 

Memory of: Dennis Hazelton, 
Beverly Mitchell, 

 Donald Mitchell, 
 Douglas Mitchell, 
 Kenneth Mitchell, 
 Mila Mitchell, 
 Nancy Mitchell, 
 Shirley Mitchell, 
 Carl Peterson
Kim Morrow
Nora Murphy
Raymond Navara and Cheryl 

Avenel-Navara
Carol Neal
Margie and Bret Nelsen*
Alvern Nelson
Gerald and Marlys Nelson In 

Memory of: 
 William (Bill) Ningen
Jan Craig Nelson
Janice M. Nelson*
Kelly and Cindy Nichols
Tari and Derek Niemeyer
Dean and Carol Nissen
Ron Noyes
Pablo and Erika Obregón
Roger and Sylvia Oie
Bill and Harriet Olson*
Ed Olson Jr.
Randy and Judy Otto
Randy and Judy Otto In Memory 

of: Dorothy Hintz
Becky and Jerry Parker*
Becky and Jerry Parker In 

Memory of: Dorothy Hintz
Thomas and Janet Paul
Steve and Marianne Perkins*
Dolores E. Peters In Honor of: 

Darlene R. Smith
Sue Peters
Teresa and Jason Peterson
Keith and Vicki Poier
Clarence Possail
Mark Reinarts and Mary Myers-

Reinarts

Randy Reinke*
Robert and Helen Remick 

Charitable Foundation Trust
Pat Remme
Dr. Cris and Linda Remucal
Mary D. Rice
Rick and Helga Bauerly 

Foundation*
James and Jeanne Riis In 

Memory of: 
 Joe and Dora Bormann
Ken and Carol Rikke
Mary Ann Rolloff In Memory of: 

Tom Rolloff
Vonnie Rutgers In Memory of: 

Harold Rutgers
Sandve Heritage Foundation
Harold Sauder
Robert and Renae Saunders*
Keith and Mary Schirm
Conrad and Judy Schmidt
Berdette and Cristina Schoep
Norma Schwichtenberg
John and Marie Seeman
Robert and Margaret Sik
Dr. Randy and Susan Simonson
David Snortum
Pat and Jim Solheid
Gregory Soukup
Bruce Southward In Memory of: 

Gladys Prosch Southward
Jean and John Spaulding
Tom and Ann Springer
Larry and Jenelle Stiras
Veryl and Avis Stoffel
Ted and Joan Stout
Phil and Nancy Sturlaugson
Dennis and Donna Swan
Stanford and Ruth Swenson 

Estate
SWIF Board of Directors In 

Honor of: SWIF Staff
Bob and Tami Taubert*
Morgan, Mara, Marli and Max 

Taubert*
Don W. Taylor

Bradley and Ruth Thom In 
Memory of: 

 Wally and Shirley Thom
Three Sisters Furnishings
Robert and Joanne Thurston*
Roger E. Tilberg
Mark and Linda Titus*
Florence Toft
Karen Tommeraasen
David Torgelson
Ruth Torres
Dick and Sandy Tracy
Myron Trulock In Memory of: 

Sandy Trulock
Jackie Turner-Town and Laceson 

Town
Tim Ulrich
Carrie Van Epps
Gloria Vande Brake
Jeffrey Vetsch and Anne 

Dybsetter
Erica Volkir and Tom Steffes
Debbie Vollmer In Honor of: 

Grace Vollmer
Meranda and Monte Wacek
Ruth Wahlstrom
Donald and Susan Walser
Carol Walter
Walt’s
Hugh and Jeannie Wegner 

Estate
Rich and Kathy Wehking*
Colleen Weimer
Westlund Associates, Inc.*
Beth Westra*
Benjamin and Kerry Wilcox
William D. and Joyce E. Sexton 

Family Foundation
Linda Wing
Mary Wodrich
Mark and Amy Woitalewicz*
Theresa M. Zaske and Penni L. 

Spaid
Marie and Nathan Zimmerman

This list includes members of our Growing Home Circle (*), a recognition of  
visionary donors elevating their support with an annual gift of $1,500 or more.

Southwest Initiative Foundation Donors
Our work is not possible without the thousands of partners who made a gift to the foundation during our 
Fiscal Year 2022. This list below includes the generous financial support of our permanent endowment fund, 
organizational operations, and legacy gifts to serve our mission. Each gift is an investment in the future of 
communities, neighbors, families and businesses in southwest Minnesota.

In addition to this list, we thank all partners who supported southwest Minnesota through our specific 
programs, community foundations and other funds. We’re grateful to all our partners!



15 3rd Avenue NW 
Hutchinson, MN 55350

STAFF 
Diana Anderson
Lori Anderson
Tiffany Barnard
Selina Berning
Amy Brustuen
Liz Cheney
Laura Curtiss
Nancy Fasching
Karen Grasmon
Nancy Kaping
Than Than Kyaw 
Meghan Laffen
Karen Larson
Khou Lor
Missy Maiers
Scott Marquardt
Kim Morrow
Margie Nelsen
Jean Spaulding
Jenelle Stiras
Jackie Turner
Jeffrey Vetsch
Amy Woitalewicz
Marie Zimmerman

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
Chair 
Patricia Dols

Vice Chair 
Christie Rock Hantge

Past Chair 
Randy Reinke

Secretary 
Terry Gaalswyk, PhD

Treasurer 
Dan Greve

Tom Brakke
Abdirizak Mahboub
Teresa Peterson
Erica Volkir
Kathy Wehking
Theresa Zaske

Comments or change of address?  Contact us! 
Email us at info@swifoundation.org or call 800-594-9480.

15 3rd Avenue NW   l   Hutchinson, MN 55350   l   www.swifoundation.org

(320) 587-4848 (local)

(800) 594-9480 (toll free)

Confirmed in Compliance with National Standards 
for U.S. Community Foundations

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

TOGETHER, WE THRIVE
Thanks to support from our donors and friends, we awarded 
1,029 grants totaling $6,620,292 and disbursed 63 new loans 
totaling $2,502,354 in our Fiscal Year 2022. To read more 
about the ways we create a bright future together in our 
region, visit our annual impact report online. You’ll find stories 
about partners and projects from Walnut Grove to Willmar, as 
well as additional financial information. 

Visit swifoundation.org/2022impact.

The RTR Educational Foundation has raised nearly $800,000 in its first four years to give kids 
the best possible start to life in the rural communities of Russell, Tyler and Ruthton. Local board 
members are (from left): Bill Clark, Dale Schak, Erin Sanderson, Lora Matzner, Dianne Borreson, 

Sara Thomas, Jodi Schreurs and John Bornhoft. Not pictured is Dick Kidman. 
Photo submitted by RTR Educational Foundation


